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This procedure provides guidelines to ensure Emergency Drug Kits and Crash Carts are readily available, appropriately stocked, and operational in the event of a medical emergency, thus providing a safe and therapeutic environment for clients. 
Participants:
Pharmacy Services

Service Clinical Director

Service Nurse Executive

Trained Staff 

Nurse Administrators

Location and Security
Emergency Drug Kits and Crash Carts are strategically located throughout the campus.  All Emergency Drug Kits and Crash Carts will be secured with a numbered plastic twist-off lock to assure the integrity of the contents is maintained.  Control of emergency Drug Kits locks will be under the supervision of the Service Pharmacist.  Control of Crash Cart locks will be under the supervision of the Service Nurse Executive (NE) or a designated staff member.  Emergency Drug Kits and Crash Carts are stocked in accordance with the guidelines established and approved by the Division Medical Executive Committee and Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee.

Emergency Drug Kits
The Emergency Drug Kit contains emergency drugs used during a Code Blue or other medical emergency. (Attachment B)

The Emergency Drug Kits are stocked by the Pharmacy and distributed to crash cart locations.  They are secured inside the crash cart with a numbered plastic twist-off lock assuring the integrity of the contents.  

The earliest expiration date of the drugs is noted on the outside of the kit and on the outside of the Crash Cart.  Prior to the expiration date of the drugs, the kit will be returned to the pharmacy for replenishment and a new Emergency Drug Kit will be obtained for use in the crash carts.

Crash Carts
The Crash Cart contains supplies used during a Code blue or other medical emergency situation. (Attachment C).

· The Crash Carts are under supervision of the Service Nurse Executives or other designated staff member.  

· The date of the earliest expiration date of medical supplies will be noted on the outside of the cart (if applicable).  These supplies are placed individually in designated drawers when replaced.

· Prior to the expiration date of supplies new supplies are to be obtained from procurement. Some replacements may be obtained after hours from the campus nurse administrators.  
· A new lock for the cart will be obtained from the Service Nurse Executive or the designated staff member.
· There are extra crash cart contents available in each Service area.  Additionally, some crash cart contents are stored in the nurse administrator’s office if needed after normal working hours and holidays.
Inspection of Emergency Drug Kits and Crash Carts
· At the change of each shift staff should inspect the Crash Cart located in their areas to assure that locks are intact. In clinic areas or other areas closed after normal working hours, Crash Carts are checked once per day during normal work days.

· Emergency Drug Kits are contained and locked inside the crash cart.  The pharmacy inspect and monitor the drugs for expiration dates.

·  Check previous lock numbers and ensure that no drugs or supplies are out of date.  If the lock on the crash cart is broken, complete a total inventory of the cart, replace used/expired items and replace lock.  Check the Emergency Drug Kit.  If the Emergency Drug Kit lock is broken or the Emergency Drug Kit has been removed or compromised, call the pharmacist on duty to report that the drug kit has been 
opened or removed.  Notify the pharmacy, and return the Drug Kit to the pharmacy for replacement during normal work hours. If the Emergency Drug Kit has been opened and needs to be replaced on weekends, after hours, holidays, etc, there are extra replacement drug kits located in the nurse administrators office. 
If the locks are not intact or supplies are in need of replacing follow above procedures for corrective action.  

· Ensure that the AED and electrode pads are on the cart.

· Check and record the oxygen psi (pounds per square inch) every night on 11-7 shift.  The tank should be changed if it reads 500 psi or less.

Note:  If a tank needs to be replaced, one of the extra tanks in the building should be used (Each building will have access to replacement tanks).  Replacement tanks are obtained from Respiratory Services, which have tanks delivered directly to them from contracted company.  Additional tanks may also be obtained from the campus nurse administrator after hours, weekends, and holidays.
· Check the suction machine every night.  If the suction machine is battery operated unplug and run for 15 minutes every Wednesday night. For all types of suction check for vacuum.  Vacuum check:  Make sure that the regulator is pushed in to the high vacuum position.  If the units stops or slows during the testing time, notify the nurse manager/designee who will report the malfunction to the biomedical engineer.

· Documentation will be completed on the Emergency Drug Kit and Crash Cart Inspection Check form (Attachment F)




























