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PCLI CY
SUBJECT: SUl Cl DE PRECAUTI ONS
ANNUAL REVI EW MONTH: May
RESPONSI BLE FOR REVI EW Chief Medical Oficer
LAST REVI SI ON DATE: May 2005

It is the responsibility of hospital enployees to provide optinal
specialized care and treatnment for clients who are considered to
be suicidal. Cients nust be observed cl osely by enpl oyees, and
any change in enotional or behavioral patterns or physical
condition nust be pronptly reported to unit/ward supervisor and
t he attendi ng physi ci an.

The attendi ng physician or psychiatric O D., as appropriate, wll
examne the client to determne if he/she is suicidal. The
attendi ng physician or psychiatric O D. is responsible for

pl acing an identified suicidal client on suicide precautions.

| mpl enent ation of suicide precautions will ensure that the client
is closely observed by enpl oyee(s) trained in the managenent of
suicidal clients. Enployee(s) assigned suicide precaution
responsibilities will remain within arns reach and eye contact of
the client at all times. The unit director/ward supervisor is
responsi bl e for assigning trai ned enpl oyee(s) to suicide
precaution duties and will ensure that the attendi ng physician's
orders are foll owed.

The division chief is responsible for ensuring that an adequate
nunber of enpl oyees in his/her respective area is adequately
trained to inplement suicide precautions as required. Wen the
di vision chief determnes that additional training is required in
hi s/ her respective area, he/she shall request assistance fromthe
Director of the Staff Devel opnent and Trai ning (SDT) Departnent.
Where the term Suicide Precautions is used, it should be noted
that this is the equival ent of Special Cbservation Level |

The Director of the SDT Departnent will coordinate with the
di vi sion chief and provide the course Managenent of the Sui cidal
Cient as required.
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